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July 11,1997

Mr. William F. Caton

Acting Secretary Juy 17
Federal Communications Commission FEZ’E‘M 7997
1919 M Street, NW OFFice g /Aoy

Room 222 i3 &%‘zydl%

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Ex Parte Statement
CC Docket 97-137

Dear Mr. Caton:

The attached letters addressed to Chairman Reed Hundt should be incorporated
in the record of the above referenced docket.

Sincerely,

Oéu Q/?;?(/

Toni R. Acton

Attachments
cC: M. Waksman
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DETROIT AREA AGENCY ox AGING

1400 Michigan Building

220 Bagley Avenus

Detrolt, Michigan 482264440
(313) 2225330

Fax (313) 222-6308

Paul Bridgewatar
fuscutiva Director

i
Rose M. Agullar
Inferim Chairpersan
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Chairman:

1 am writing in support of the action taken by Ameritech in filing under Section 271 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide long distance service in Michigan. Ameritech’s
filing clearly demonstrates that the competition we hoped would develop when the Act was
signed into law by the President, is rapidly becoming s reality.

The emergence of real competition in local and long distance services will ultimately result in

new jobs for American workers, provide significant long-term benefits such as lower prices and
better service, and foster an environment of innovation.

People with disabilities, in particular, have much to gain from the benefits of a competitive
environment For many Americans with disabilities, affordable telephone service is the primary
way to stay in touch with family and friends, obtain needed medical consultation, and maintain
contact with the community and support organizations. All consumess should have the option to
choose from a varicty of available markztplace options, or if they prefer, acquire all the services -
they need from a single familiar entity. Limiting marketplace options will limit and delay the .

realization of the benefits of the emcrging “Information Age® to an important segmem of our
population. |

Approval of Ameritech’s filing will begin to deliver the benefits of the Information Age to
America, as Con.nmss intended.

The Detroit Arec Agency on Aging Is an Equo! Opportunity Empioyet
Auxiliary Aics and Services Avaiiable Upon Request 1o Indivicuals with Disabilities
The Michigan Relay Center Number Is 1-800-649-3777 (voice ond TDD)
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Page2 :
Mr. Chairman, [ urge your thoughtful consideration and prompt approval of Ameritech’s
application.
Sincerely,
Paul Bridgewater
Executive Director
PB/oc

cc:  Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Foree, Anti-Trust Division
The United States Department of Justice
8205 555 4™ Street NW
Washington, DC 20001
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The Universizy of Michigan-Dearbom
. 4901 Everpreen Road
i Dearborn. Michigsn 481281951
o {313)993-5050 Fax (313)593.5452

Juae 9, 1957

The Honorsble Reed Hunt, Chsirman

Federal (Consnuaications Couunission
1919 M Street, Nortisvest

Wuhﬂg:nn PC 20544

Dodwtn#- DA-137

‘DatChmmnnHum:
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and UAW-Ford. In that context, the University will depend on state-of-the-art
mwmwrwmmmw&evm&na
ImmﬂynmmMMMmhmmdmmwssﬂe Any
effort that the Commnission can make to heightea eompetition envisioned by the :
Telecomemuications Act of 1996 would be greatly apprecisted. In this way the
University would be assured of the best possible price for the delivery of our education
programs.
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June 25, 1997
Sandi Braunohlce
) Jack B Caviar
The Honorable Reed Hundt,Chairman Hiabed D. Deves
Federal Communications Commission Doruid Ereeman
1819 M. Street, Northwest Jodith C, Frey
Washington, D.C. 20544 P2ul G, Gasbel, Jt.
. Dawid Haynes
Dear Sir Aller; L Hunting

David D, Husting-Je.
This letter is written in-reference tc Docket #DA 87-137 (Ameritech). This is. TeniLaidw
a request that you move favorably on Ameritech’s application to provide long  w: Prrick Masiee. MD.

distance service to Michigan without further delay. willism W, Muir, Je.
. Jaracs P. Muldoon. M.D.
Ameritech has stated the following: Susan Schrotenboer
James Sebasuan, Ir.
We believe that you should be able to select the best product, Hilagy F. Sael
from the best provider, at the best price, with the best service. William Wakeficis
We believe that full and fair competition is crucial to our Pacry Watien

national economy, to our educational system, and o
maintaining our leadership pasition in the worid economy.

Ameritech has been supportive of our efforts as a non-profit organization.

We, in turn, are supportive of their efforts to promote true market-based
competition in all telecommunications markets.

Please move quickly to approve Ameritech’s request. Thank you.
Sincerely, |

Sandy Weir :

Ferguson-Blodgett Foundation

cc.  Mr. Donald J. Russell
The U.S. Department of Justice

1840 Wealthv SE  Grand Rapids MI 49506 616-774-7225 Fax 616-774-5108
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R4235 West MeNichols Road
Detroil. Michigan 48221-2599
(313) 862-5000

June 30, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. :
Washingion, D.C. 20544

RE: chket #DA97-137
Dear Chairman Hundt:

With the deregulation of the telephone industry, I am joining others in requesting
that you not delay in implementing The Telecommunications Act of 1996 (TA96) so that its
promised benefits can be realized, or, if flawed, be reversed.

1 agree that market-based competition in all telecommunications markets will ensure
that the United States continues 1o have a state-of -the-art communications infrastructure.
The TAS6 was intended precisely to promote full and fair competition. As an educational
institution, we view the communication of American consumers, businesses and schools as
key to the quality of life of the nation.

We endorse full and fair competition, based on the best products, at the best prices
with the best customer service available.

The TA96 has been in effect for over a year, with no noticeable impact on long
distance prices, which have steadily gone up. I look for action as soon as reasonable.

Sincerely,

John E. Shay, Jr.
President

JES:msk
cc: Donald J. Russell

bcec: Lisa Hemway
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Mary N. McAlindon, EdD, LLC
1423 Oxyoke Drive. i'lint, Ml 48552

July 1.1997

The Honorablc Reed TTundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington. DC 20544

Dear Honorable 1Tundt:

| am writing in reference 10 Docket #DA 97-137 and for approval of the Ameritech
application to provide long distance scrvice in Michigan. As an Ameritech customer, we
want to he able 1o sclect from the best products, at the best prices, with the best service
from the best providers.

Truc market hased competition in all telecommunications markets will easurc that as
Americans, we will continue to have statc-of-the-art communications infrastructurc. The
' elecommunivations Act of 1996 has been in efficet for over u year with no noticeable
impact on long distance prices. Indeed, prices have risen steadily.

" he intent of the Act was to promote full and fair competition in all telccommunications
markets. This will be key to the delivery of the Internct information superhighway 10
consumers, husincsscs. schools and nonprofit orgamzutions.

Please do not delay in opening Jong distance markets to competition for the benefit of U.S.
commerce.

Sincerely.

Mang. N eQuundnd

Mary N. McAlindon
Prestdent

¢c Mr. Donald J. Russell

Phone 810-722-8536 . Fax B10-752-5445 - meaird@tircoem

‘d EvvS-2EL O1I8 UOPUL LTDW A4BW "40 dES L0 L6-0E-uNc
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. . Federal Commuuicaitons Commission
. 191901 Swest, Novthwest © . -
" Waghaighen, DC 20544

RE: Docker #97-137
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July 2, 1997
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest

Washington, D.C. 20544
Re: Docket #DA 97-137
Dear Chairman Hundt,

Nonprofit Enterprise at Work (NEW) provides management resources and
technical support to arts organizations, human service agencies and other

nonprofit groups throughout Washtenaw County. On behalf of the Board of
Trustees of NEW, I am writing in support of opening long distance markets to
competition.

In order to create and maintain a viable nonprofit sector, a major goal of our
organization is to insure that nonprofits have access to skills and resources
available in the private sector. Recently, we have launched an initiative o foster
the use of computer networked technology to increase communication within the
nonprofit sector and the community it serves. Opening up the telecommunications
markets to competition will strengthen the communications infrastructure that is
necessary for all segments of the economy including the nonprofit sector.

Facing the loss of traditional sources of funding and with additional emphasis
being placed on the wise-use of philanthropic dollars, nonprofits need access to as
many cost-saving services as possible. Full and fair competition in all
telecommunications markets, based on the best products, at the best prices with
the best customer service available is beneficial to the nonprofit organizations that
we serve. For these reasons, we encourage the establishment of a competitive
long distance service market.

Stephen B. Dobson, Chair-Elect

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
The U.S. Department of Justice
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MINERVA EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

P. 0. Box 21339 * Detroit, Michigan 48221 .
July 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W,

Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear Mt Hund,

It has come to our attention that Ameritech has filed an application to offer long
distance service to customers in Michigan. Over the years our organization has been both
a customer and a partner with Ameritech in providing public service to the community.
Based on Ameritech’s track record as a corporate citizen, our organization feels that
consideration should be given 1o their application to offer long distance service.

We strongly believe that competition is important in the marketplace and will
ultimately benefit consumers with better prices and services. Thousands of people in our
commupity rely on Ameritech not only for telecommunication services but also for
employment. The streagth of this company will have a significant impact on the future of
metropolitan Detroit and Michigan. Many thanks for considering our position in this
marter and it is our hope that your agency will support full and open competition for all
telecommunication providers.

Sincerely,

Patnicia Solomon, President

cc: Donald J. Russell, U. S. Department of Justice
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July 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communicstions Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing to you regarding Docket #DA 97-137 to encourage you to move favorably
on Ameritech’s application to provide long distance service in Michigan. Asa
global/multi-state nonprofit organization, we at Junior Achievement of the Michigan
Great Lakes view health of American consumers, businesses and schools as a key to our
operating programs and revenue.

As an organization dedicated to inspiring young people to value free enterprise, business
and economics, we endorse full and fair competition, based on the best products, at the
best prices with the best customer service available.

The Telecommunication Act of 1996 has been in effect for over a year with no noticeable
impact on long distance prices which have steadily gone up. The intent of the Act was to
promote full and fair competition in all telecommunications markets, which will be the
key to the delivery of the information superhighway o consumers, businesses, schools
and nonprofits.

Please do not delzy in opening long distance markets to compettion for the benefit of
U.S. commerce, and thereby the benefit of U.S. nonprofits as well.

Sincerely,

&

Jane Dalsaso
Senior Marketing Director

jlb
¢ Donald J. Russell



